
  

 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

February 26, 2017 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our  
Savior Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3:18 
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Today’s Focus 
Jesus appears in glory as the Son of God. The Epiphany season is bookended by the 
voice of God the Father proclaiming Jesus his Son. Before he suffered as man’s 
substitute, Jesus gave his Church a glimpse of the glory that he set aside to be our 
Savior. See how much he loves us! The God of Mt. Sinai, the Majestic Glory, became 
a man to suffer and die for us, just as Moses and the Prophets had foretold. It’s good 
that we are here. 
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Welcome! 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service today we gather 
before our heavenly Father to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  May he 
bless our worship and study today! 

For Your Convenience 
− Kid's church is available for children 3 years old to 2nd grade prior to the sermon. 
− Restrooms are available down the hallway on the right. 
− If you would like a hearing device to assist you for worship, please speak with one 

of the ushers. 
− The ushers are at the entrance of the sanctuary to answer any other questions you 

might have. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The music in this worship folder is used or reprinted under CCLI License No. 1483936 and/or OneLicense.net A-711390 
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INVOCATION 
 
L: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
L: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: O God, our Father, we confess to you all our sins, our slowness to learn of 
Christ, our failure to follow him, our reluctance to bear the cross.  Forgive us 
the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the means of 
grace, and our hesitating witness for Christ.  Have mercy on us according to 
your steadfast love.  Forgive us and renew us that we may have the strength 
of faith to take up our cross and follow Christ, our glorious Lord.  Amen.  

OPENING HYMN How Good, Lord, to Be Here 
Christian Worship Hymn 95  

How good, Lord, to be here! 
Your glory fills the night; 
Your face and garments, like the sun, 
Shine with unborrowed light. 
 
How good, Lord, to be here 
Your beauty to behold, 
Where Moses and Elijah stand, 
Your messengers of old. 
 
Fulfiller of the past, 
Promise of things to be, 
We hail your body glorified 
And our redemption see. 

Before we taste of death, 
We see your kingdom come; 
We long to hold the vision bright 
And make this hill our home. 
 
How good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain; 
But since you bid us leave the mount, 
Come with us to the plain. 
 
 
 
 

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858–1933, alt. 
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L: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

O LORD, OUR LORD 

ABSOLUTION OF SINS  
 

L: Hear the Good News!  God has given his Son Jesus to die for you to forgive you all 
your sins. He has heard your confession, and now I, as a called servant of Christ, 
and by his authority, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
L: Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed 

his glory on the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may 
behold by faith the light of his heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 



6 

 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 24:12, 15-18 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I 
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their 
instruction.” 
15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the 
LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on 
the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites 
the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then 
Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights.  (NIV 1984) 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 148 
Christian Worship page 121 

Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 
praise him in the heights above. 

Praise him, all his angels,* 
praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

Praise him, sun and moon,* 
praise him, all you shining stars. 

Refrain 

Praise the LORD from the earth,* 
lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  
 
C: Alleluia.  A voice came from the cloud. “This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen 

to him.”  Alleluia. 

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 
young men and maidens, old men and children. 

Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 
for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, 
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the 
sacred mountain. 
19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy 
of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never 
had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit.  (NIV 1984) 

SECOND LESSON 2 Peter 1:16-21 
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GOSPEL Matthew 17:1-9 

1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared 
before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, 
they saw no one except Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what 
you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  (NIV 1984) 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 1 
 

We believe, teach and confess that God’s Son from eternity  
 has been a particular, distinct, entire, divine person. 
Yet He is true, essential, perfect God with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time He received also the human nature into the unity of His person. 
 He did not do this in such a way that there are now two persons or two Christs. 
Christ Jesus is now in one person at the same time, eternal God,  
 born of the Father from eternity,  
 and a true man, born of the most blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that now, in this one undivided person of Christ,  
 there are two distinct natures:  
 the divine, which is from eternity,  
 and the human, which in time was received into the unity of the person of God’s Son.   
These two natures in the person of Christ are never  
 either separated from or mingled with each other.   
 Nor are they changed into each other.   
Christ is and remains to all eternity God and man in one undivided person. 
Next to the Holy Trinity, this is the highest mystery,  
 upon which our only consolation, life, and salvation depends. 

1 Taken from Article VIII of the Formula of Concord, one of the confessions of the Lutheran church.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 © 1991 Concordia Publishing House.; All rights reserved. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain 
Christian Worship Supplement Hymn 712 

Choir: 
Women: 

Men 
All: 
All: 
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SERMON Matthew 17:1-9 
“It Is Good for Us to Be Here” 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING Offering Hymn: Beautiful Savior 
Elizabeth Herman, Saxophone 

THE PREFACE 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 
 

 Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours 
  now and forever. Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord’s Supper is a blessing from God through which he strengthens our faith. 

It is also an expression of our faith. 

If we have not had the opportunity to talk to you about our beliefs, we ask that you wait before you 
join us for the Lord’s Supper. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right to give him thanks and praise. 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. 
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
L: We thank you, O holy God, for delivering us from sin and giving us life and 

salvation through this most holy meal.  Freed from the burden of our guilt, may we 
glorify you in love toward one another and in service toward our neighbor, that 
Christ’s light may shine in the darkness of this world, and, by your Spirit’s aid, cause 
us to pay attention to your truth; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

SONG OF THANKSGIVING I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 
Christian Worship Hymn 310; st 11 & 15 

Your body, giv’n for me, O Savior, Your blood, which you for me have shed— 
These are my life and strength forever; By them my hungry soul is fed. 
Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
My heart has now become your dwelling, O blessed, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, your praises telling, Shall live in joy eternally. 
Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
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FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA 
 
L: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash 

Wednesday, the first day of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn journey to 
the Savior’s cross. While the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, 
our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries, therefore, the Christian 
churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this season, including the 
word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.” 

 Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves for the 
quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to shout 
our praise to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, song of triumph, sound of joy that cannot die; 
Alleluia is the anthem ever dear to choirs on high; 
Saints adorned in robes of glory join the great angelic cry. 
 
Alleluia we are singing, voicing hymns in pure accord, 
With Christ’s holy Church united, justified, redeemed, restored, 
And with all his faithful people raise our songs to praise the Lord. 
 
Alleluia cannot always be our song while here below; 
Alleluia our transgressions make us for a while forego. 
For the solemn time is coming when our tears for sin must flow. 
 
May our hymns be filled with longing—hear us, Holy Trinity— 
As we look to your blest Easter, here, and then eternally, 
When we shall once more be singing alleluia joyfully! 

CLOSING HYMN Alleluia, Song of Triumph 
 


